5th Annual Meeting of the German Society of Sport Science’s Martial Arts Commission

Martial Arts and Society
On the Societal Relevance of
Martial Arts, Combat Sports and Self-Defense
October 6th to 8th 2016, German Sport University Cologne

Conference Topic
The focus of this year‘s annual meeting of the German Society of Sport Science’s Martial
Arts Commission is the scientific reflection of the societal relevance of martial arts,
combat sports and self-defense.
Apart from Keynotes held by Prof. Dr. Norbert Finzsch (University of Cologne), Dr. Paul
Bowman (Cardiff University) and Dr. Benjamin Judkins (USA), participant contributions
are expected to cover cultural, economical, medial, pedagogical and political dimensions
of different fighting-related fields of action and forms of organization.
To this background, submissions of contributions on these topics were encouraged:







Politization of martial arts, combat sports and self-defense: Constructions of
cultural, national and social identities; roles of institutions and organizations
Medialization of martial arts, combat sports and self-defense: On the
popularization of MACS and SD
Economization of martial arts, combat sports and self-defense as flourishing
industry: franchises, online-shops and protective devices
Professionalization of martial arts, combat sports and self-defense: Military, law
enforcement and civil professions and training systems
Pedagogization of martial arts, combat sports and self-defense; pedagogical and
didactical approaches: from textbooks to video-tutorials and more
Historical and socio-cultural dimensions of martial arts, combat sports and selfdefense: differentiation of MACS and SD; mythologization, intercultural
perspectives

In addition to these perspectives, all other scientific contributions relating to the field of
martial arts have been invited.

Keynotes
All three keynote speakers have confirmed their participation and have announced the
preliminary titles of their contributions:
“On Style: Boxing and Intellectuals in the 20th and 21st Century“
Prof. Dr. Norbert Finzsch lectures Anglo-American history at the University of
Cologne’s Institute of History. Beyond his work on boxing from a historical perspective,
he also holds a profound insight into amateur boxing and Taekwondo through his
extensive experience as an expert practitioner.

“What Can a Martial Body Do for Society?“
Dr. Paul Bowman teaches media and cultural studies at Cardiff University. He is author
of many books, most recently Martial Arts Studies: Disrupting Disciplinary Boundaries
(2015). He is co-editor of the journal Martial Arts Studies and founder and director of
The Martial Arts Studies Research Network.
“Creating Wing Chun: Towards a Social History of the Southern Chinese Martial Arts“
Dr. Benjamin N. Judkins was assistant professor for political science at the University
of Utah from 2004 to 2012. As an independent scholar, he now researches martial arts
related topics and is co-editor and founder of the interdisciplinary journal Martial Arts
Studies. He is editor of the academic blog “Kung Fu Tea” (chinesemartialstudies.com).

Conference Schedule
The following timetable represents an overview of the preliminary conference schedule:
Thursday, October 6th

Friday, October 7th

Saturday, October 8th

13:00-14:00, foyer
Welcome & Snack

09:00-10:15, lecture hall
Keynote:
Dr. Paul Bowman

09:00-10:15, lecture hall
Keynote:
Dr. Benjamin Judkins

10:30-12:30, S60-63
Presentations

10:30-12:30, S60-63
Presentations

12:30-13:30, canteen
Lunch

12:30
Lunch & Farewell

14:00-14:30, lecture hall
Opening Speech:
Prof. Dr. Swen Körner
14:30-15:45, lecture hall
Keynote:
Prof. Dr. Norbert Finzsch
16:00-18:00, S60-63
Presentations
18:00-19:00, S60
Commission Meeting
18:00-20:00, hall 10
Open Training
20:00
Dinner

13:30-14:30, foyer
Presentations
14:45-16:45, halls 1 & 2
Workshops
18:00-20:00, city
Tavern-Tour
20:00
Dinner

Conference Fees
The following table provides an overview of the conference fees with regard to the date of
registration and membership status within the German Society of Sport Science (dvs).

dvs-members

non-members

Early registration
(until April 30th, 2016)

75.- EUR /
59.- GBP /
83.- USD

85.- EUR /
66.- GBP /
94.- USD

Regular registration
(until July 31st, 2016)

85.- EUR /
66.- GBP /
94.- USD

100.- EUR /
78.- GBP /
110.- USD

100.- EUR /
78.- GBP /
110.- USD

120.- EUR /
93.- GBP /
132.- USD

Late registration
(after August 1st, 2016)

Verified students with no or only minor employment are granted a 50.- EUR / 39.- GBP /
55.- USD discount.

Payment
Please transfer the respective conference fee to the following bank account:

bank account holder:
account number:
bank
bank code:
Bank:
swift-code (BIC):
IBAN:
reference:

Deutsche Sporthochschule Koeln, 50933 Koeln
8261400
Bank fuer Sozialwirtschaft AG, Postfach 100342, D-50443 Koeln
37020500
Bank für Sozialwirtschaft Köln
BFSWDE33XXX
DE77370205000008261400
1409

Please notify us if the payment will be made by someone other than the participant.

Accommodation
Cologne offers plenty of accommodation options that are easily accessible via online
booking. Additionally, the German Sport University operates a guesthouse with limited
spaces (for requests e-mail to: gaestehaus@dshs-koeln.de).

Meals and Snacks
Snacks and beverages will be provided that are included in the conference fee, but main
meals are not included. Breakfast is available in both the guesthouse and cafeteria. The
University canteen offers a balanced and inexpensive selection of dishes for lunch,
including vegetarian options. Reservations for dinner can be made during the
conference.

Directions
Directions and a map of the German Sport University campus are available here:
http://www.dshs-koeln.de/en/english/studying-structure/other-topics/visiting-gsu/

Website
Further information and the latest news on the conference can be found here:
www.sportwissenschaft.de/martialarts2016.html

Organizers
Prof. Dr. Swen Körner & Leo Istas
Institute of Pedagogy and Philosophy
German Sport University Cologne
Am Sportpark Muengersdorf 6
50933 Koeln
Germany
Tel.: (+49 221) 4982-2370
Fax: (+49 221) 4982-8450
E-mail: KuK2016@dshs-koeln.de

